

CITY OF COLUMBUS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
July 17, 2023
6:30 P.M.
ATTENDANCE
The City Council of Columbus, Kansas met July 17, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. presided over by Mayor Grant Spieth. Council members present: Tom Pryor, Stephanie Farstvedt, Wiley Sanders, and Kathy Doherty. Council members absent: Lindsay Shoemaker. 
Melvin Myers from Quapaw Free Will Baptist Church provided the Invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
PUBLIC FORUM

David Declue, 310 N. Railroad, approached the council with questions concerning the scheduled demolition and removal of the structure on his property.  
CONSENT AGENDA

Farstvedt moved to approve the consent agenda consisting of Appropriation Ordinance #23-604, City Council Meeting Minutes – July 3, 2023, and Municipal Court Docket Summary – July 10, 2023.  Doherty seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  Doherty, Pryor, Farstvedt, Sanders.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0. 
MAYOR 

Mayor Grant Spieth recommended the appointment of Chris Howard, Alexis Scofield and Kasie England to the Columbus Volunteer Fire Department.  Sanders made a motion to approve the mayor’s recommendation of Howard, Scofield and England to the volunteer fire department.  Motion was seconded by Pryor.  Voting aye:  Doherty, Pryor, Farstvedt, Sanders.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0. 

Mayor Spieth recommended the re-appointment of Tony Shearburn to the Columbus Land Bank Board of Trustees with a term expiring June 30, 2026.  Doherty made a motion to approve the mayor’s recommendation to re-appoint Tony Shearburn to the Columbus Land Bank Board. Motion was seconded by Farstvedt. Voting aye:  Doherty, Pryor, Farstvedt, Sanders.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0. 

Mayor Spieth recommended the appointment of Tyler Speer to the Columbus Land Bank Board of Trustees with a term expiring June 30, 2026.  Farstvedt made a motion to approve the mayor’s recommendation of Tyler Speer to the Columbus Land Bank Board.  Motion was seconded by Pryor.  Voting aye:  Doherty, Pryor, Farstvedt, Sanders.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0. 

STAFF REPORTS
City Administrator – City Administrator Jake Letner reported the Kansas Housing Resources Corporation will begin distributing Moderate Income Housing Grant funds as the Liberty Theater renovations are scheduled to begin next month.  Letner explained the grant funds will be paid to the city who will then pay the contractor.  
-The next meeting of PWWSD #11 (Bone Creek) will be at the Girard Civic Center on August 10, 2023 at 7 p.m.  
City Clerk – City Clerk Ruth Hutley advised the updated Standard Traffic Ordinance and Uniform Public Ordinance Code will be published on the front page of the city’s website so the public will more readily have access to this information.  
-Hutley also noted that Administrator Letner and herself will be attending the Cherokee County delinquent tax sale July 18 to possibly bid on parcels on behalf of the Columbus Land Bank. 
Police Department – Police Chief Jason Daniels reported there was an accident involving one of the patrol cars last Thursday.  No one was injured and minor damage was reported to the patrol car. 
Fire Department –Fire Chief Steven Burton reported the recent Freedom Fest held on July 8 was a great success with an estimated 1,000 people attending the event.  The fire department served 600 meals that day.  
Public Works – Public Works Superintendent Randy Coble reported that Maguire Iron recently completed the standpipe maintenance on the city’s water towers. 
-The first new SCADA system was installed today with the second being installed tomorrow.  

-The Safe Routes to School sidewalk project are finishing up on East Maple Street in front of American Bank and will then begin work on the north side of West Country Road beginning east at Kansas Avenue west to High School Ave. 

NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Spieth opened the public hearing regarding the City of Columbus’ intention to apply for the Kansas Small Cities Community Development Block Grant for COVID Resiliency (CDBG-CVR) at 7:01 p.m.  Administrator Letner explained the grant requirements.  The public hearing ended at 7:03 p.m.  

Consider Resolution 650 – Providing Authority to Apply for the CDBG-CVR Grant.

Doherty made a motion to approve Resolution 650 providing authority to apply for the CDBG-CVR grant.  Pryor seconded the motion.  Voting aye:  Doherty, Pryor, Farstvedt, Sanders.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0.
Consider Ordinance 1510 – Adopting the 2023 Uniform Public Offense Code. 

Doherty made a motion to adopt the 2023 Uniform Public Offense Code.  Motion was seconded by Sanders.  Voting aye:  Doherty, Pryor, Farstvedt, Sanders.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0.

Consider Ordinance 1511 – Adopting the 2023 Standard Traffic Ordinance.

Pryor made a motion to adopt the 2023 Standard Traffic Ordinance.  Motion was seconded by Sanders.  

Voting aye:  Doherty, Pryor, Farstvedt, Sanders.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0.
Consider Police Department Workout Policy

Police Chief Jason Daniels presented the police department workout policy to the council for approval.  After discussion of the policy, Doherty made a motion to accept the Police Department Workout Policy with the change to item B. under procedure from “8-hour shifts” to “12-hour shifts”.  Motion was seconded by Pryor.  Voting aye:  Doherty, Pryor, Farstvedt, Sanders.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0.
Street Closure Request for the Cherokee County Fair. 

Chief Daniels requested the street be closed from Country Road to Park Ave during the Cherokee County Fair July 25 through July 29 from approximately 5 p.m. until midnight.  Sanders made a motion to close the street during the fair.  Motion was seconded by Farstvedt.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0.

Executive Session 
Doherty made a motion at 7:18 p.m. to go into executive session for 10 minutes for personnel matters of non-elected personnel to discuss an unemployment claim with the Council, City Attorney, City Administrator and City Clerk in attendance.  Motion seconded by Farstvedt.  Voting aye:  Doherty, Farstvedt, Pryor, Sanders.  Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried 4-0. 

Regular session 7:28 p.m.  No action taken.

ADJOURNMENT
Doherty moved to adjourn the meeting.  Farstvedt seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 
Council Information:
· Council Meeting Monday, August 7, 2023 @ 6:30 p.m.
_____________________________
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